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developing and sharing information re-
lated to transportation performance 
data, the selection of performance tar-
gets, the reporting of performance tar-
gets, the reporting of performance to 
be used in tracking progress toward at-
tainment of critical outcomes for the 
region of the MPO (see § 450.306(d)), and 
the collection of data for the State 
asset management plans for the NHS 
for each of the following cir-
cumstances: When one MPO serves an 
UZA, when more than one MPO serves 
an UZA, and when an MPA includes an 
UZA that has been designated as a 
TMA as well as a UZA that is not a 
TMA. These provisions shall be docu-
mented either as part of the metropoli-
tan planning agreements required 
under paragraphs (a), (e), and (g) of this 
section, or documented it in some 
other means outside of the metropoli-
tan planning agreements as determined 
cooperatively by the MPO(s), State(s), 
and providers of public transportation. 

[81 FR 93472, Dec. 20, 2016] 

§ 450.316 Interested parties, participa-
tion, and consultation. 

(a) The MPO shall develop and use a 
documented participation plan that de-
fines a process for providing individ-
uals, affected public agencies, rep-
resentatives of public transportation 
employees, public ports, freight ship-
pers, providers of freight transpor-
tation services, private providers of 
transportation (including intercity bus 
operators, employer-based commuting 
programs, such as carpool program, 
vanpool program, transit benefit pro-
gram, parking cash-out program, shut-
tle program, or telework program), rep-
resentatives of users of public trans-
portation, representatives of users of 
pedestrian walkways and bicycle trans-
portation facilities, representatives of 
the disabled, and other interested par-
ties with reasonable opportunities to 
be involved in the metropolitan trans-
portation planning process. 

(1) The MPO shall develop the par-
ticipation plan in consultation with all 
interested parties and shall, at a min-
imum, describe explicit procedures, 
strategies, and desired outcomes for: 

(i) Providing adequate public notice 
of public participation activities and 
time for public review and comment at 

key decision points, including a reason-
able opportunity to comment on the 
proposed metropolitan transportation 
plan and the TIP; 

(ii) Providing timely notice and rea-
sonable access to information about 
transportation issues and processes; 

(iii) Employing visualization tech-
niques to describe metropolitan trans-
portation plans and TIPs; 

(iv) Making public information (tech-
nical information and meeting notices) 
available in electronically accessible 
formats and means, such as the World 
Wide Web; 

(v) Holding any public meetings at 
convenient and accessible locations 
and times; 

(vi) Demonstrating explicit consider-
ation and response to public input re-
ceived during the development of the 
metropolitan transportation plan and 
the TIP; 

(vii) Seeking out and considering the 
needs of those traditionally under-
served by existing transportation sys-
tems, such as low-income and minority 
households, who may face challenges 
accessing employment and other serv-
ices; 

(viii) Providing an additional oppor-
tunity for public comment, if the final 
metropolitan transportation plan or 
TIP differs significantly from the 
version that was made available for 
public comment by the MPO and raises 
new material issues that interested 
parties could not reasonably have fore-
seen from the public involvement ef-
forts; 

(ix) Coordinating with the statewide 
transportation planning public involve-
ment and consultation processes under 
subpart B of this part; and 

(x) Periodically reviewing the effec-
tiveness of the procedures and strate-
gies contained in the participation plan 
to ensure a full and open participation 
process. 

(2) When significant written and oral 
comments are received on the draft 
metropolitan transportation plan and 
TIP (including the financial plans) as a 
result of the participation process in 
this section or the interagency con-
sultation process required under the 
EPA transportation conformity regula-
tions (40 CFR part 93, subpart A), a 
summary, analysis, and report on the 
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disposition of comments shall be made 
as part of the final metropolitan trans-
portation plan and TIP. 

(3) A minimum public comment pe-
riod of 45 calendar days shall be pro-
vided before the initial or revised par-
ticipation plan is adopted by the MPO. 
Copies of the approved participation 
plan shall be provided to the FHWA 
and the FTA for informational pur-
poses and shall be posted on the World 
Wide Web, to the maximum extent 
practicable. 

(b) In developing metropolitan trans-
portation plans and TIPs, the MPO 
should consult with agencies and offi-
cials responsible for other planning ac-
tivities within the MPA that are af-
fected by transportation (including 
State and local planned growth, eco-
nomic development, tourism, natural 
disaster risk reduction, environmental 
protection, airport operations, or 
freight movements) or coordinate its 
planning process (to the maximum ex-
tent practicable) with such planning 
activities. In addition, the MPO(s) 
shall develop the metropolitan trans-
portation plans and TIPs with due con-
sideration of other related planning ac-
tivities within the metropolitan area, 
and the process shall provide for the 
design and delivery of transportation 
services within the area that are pro-
vided by: 

(1) Recipients of assistance under 
title 49 U.S.C. Chapter 53; 

(2) Governmental agencies and non- 
profit organizations (including rep-
resentatives of the agencies and orga-
nizations) that receive Federal assist-
ance from a source other than the U.S. 
Department of Transportation to pro-
vide non-emergency transportation 
services; and 

(3) Recipients of assistance under 23 
U.S.C. 201–204. 

(c) When the MPA includes Indian 
Tribal lands, the MPO(s) shall appro-
priately involve the Indian Tribal gov-
ernment(s) in the development of the 
metropolitan transportation plan and 
the TIP. 

(d) When the MPA includes Federal 
public lands, the MPO(s) shall appro-
priately involve the Federal land man-
agement agencies in the development 
of the metropolitan transportation 
plan and the TIP. 

(e) MPOs shall, to the extent prac-
ticable, develop a documented proc-
ess(es) that outlines roles, responsibil-
ities, and key decision points for con-
sulting with other governments and 
agencies, as defined in paragraphs (b), 
(c), and (d) of this section, which may 
be included in the agreement(s) devel-
oped under § 450.314. 

[81 FR 34135, May 27, 2016, as amended at 81 
FR 93473, Dec. 20, 2016] 

§ 450.318 Transportation planning 
studies and project development. 

(a) Pursuant to section 1308 of the 
Transportation Equity Act for the 21st 
Century, TEA–21 (Pub. L. 105–178), an 
MPO(s), State(s), or public transpor-
tation operator(s) may undertake a 
multimodal, systems-level corridor or 
subarea planning study as part of the 
metropolitan transportation planning 
process. To the extent practicable, de-
velopment of these transportation 
planning studies shall involve con-
sultation with, or joint efforts among, 
the MPO(s), State(s), and/or public 
transportation operator(s). The results 
or decisions of these transportation 
planning studies may be used as part of 
the overall project development proc-
ess consistent with the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 
(42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and associated 
implementing regulations (23 CFR part 
771 and 40 CFR parts 1500–1508). Specifi-
cally, these corridor or subarea studies 
may result in producing any of the fol-
lowing for a proposed transportation 
project: 

(1) Purpose and need or goals and ob-
jective statement(s); 

(2) General travel corridor and/or 
general mode(s) definition (e.g., high-
way, transit, or a highway/transit com-
bination); 

(3) Preliminary screening of alter-
natives and elimination of unreason-
able alternatives; 

(4) Basic description of the environ-
mental setting; and/or 

(5) Preliminary identification of en-
vironmental impacts and environ-
mental mitigation. 

(b) Publicly available documents or 
other source material produced by, or 
in support of, the transportation plan-
ning process described in this subpart 
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